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Versace 
miniseries 
Ten-part drama on his 


South Florida murder 
to debut. 14B 


Losing streak at 5 


Dolphins play poorly 
again and fall 35-17 
to Patriots. 1C 


Road warriors 
i A country 
Heat hold off Bulls in : 
Chicago for win and Christmas 
move above .500. 4C Davie 
prepares 
‘electric’ 
horses to 
We honor those in South lead Santa’s 
Florida making a difference. parade into 
SunSentinel.com/Giving town. 1B 


Obamacare signups pop after holiday 


A 2018 enrollment deadline of Dec. 15 means time 
to choose a plan is six weeks shorter than last year 


By NASEEM S. MILLER 
Staff writer 


It’s open enrollment season for Oba- 
macare, and Florida Blue staffers have 
coined a term for the Monday after 
Thanksgiving: Marketplace Monday. 

“Weve always noticed that right after 
the Thanksgiving holiday, a lot of people 


want to come in,” said Melissa Kincaid, 
manager of the three Florida Blue Centers 
in Central Florida. 

“It’s been like that every year, and this 
year, with a shorter period, it’s even more 
serious. We’re fully booked on Monday as of 
a week ago.” 

Kincaid wasn’t sure what’s been driving 
this surge, but one thing is for sure: Con- 


sumers who want to have health coverage 
in January need to sign up for a plan by Dec. 
15, which is when the open enrollment pe- 
riod ends this year. 

The Trump administration shortened 
the time frame by six weeks this year. 

“The main thing we’re trying to push is 
this year’s earlier deadline,” said Christie 
Hyde DeNave, a spokeswoman for Florida 
Blue, which is the largest health insurer in 
Florida, offering at least one plan in every 
county. 

“There are people who waited until after 
the new year to sign up in previous years, 


but that’s just not an option this year. Get 
covered and get it done before Dec. 15.” 

It’s also important for consumers who 
are re-enrolling to look at their options this 
year. 

Their premiums could have changed sig- 
nificantly, since the Trump administration 
ended cost-sharing reduction payments to 
insurers this year. 

In anticipation of the cut, insurance com- 
panies raised their rates. 

As a result, higher-income consumers, 
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names had not been released late Sunday. 


Holiday jam on South Florida roads 


JIM RASSOL/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Traffic jams southbound Interstate 95 at Glades Road in Boca Raton as drivers return home Sunday. On Alligator Alley, two people died at westbound 
Mile Marker 32 after a blown tire sent their car into a canal, police said. All lanes were blocked for several hours after the 1 p.m. crash. The victims’ 


18 ballot 
may be 
packed 
with 
changes 


Panel deciding 
what Floridians 
should vote on 


By DAN SWEENEY 
Staff writer 


Making it harder to in- 
crease taxes, easier for ex- 
felons to vote, cheaper for 
kids to attend college — all 
of these are among the ideas 
the Constitution Revision 
Commission is now consid- 
ering that could result in 
profound changes for Flo- 
ridians. 

Voters will have the final 
say on next year’s ballot. The 
Constitution Revision Com- 
mission has winnowed 
more than 2,000 ideas from 
the public to 103 proposals. 
Just a small number of those 
will make the ballot. 

Several proposals expand 


Conyers steps down 
amid ethics inquiry 
Sexual abuse allegations 
continued to roil U.S. poli- 
tics Sunday, with one ac- 
cused congressman step- 
ping down from a powerful 
post and President Donald 
Trump backing an accused 
Senate candidate. 3A 


Tax cut bill faces 
Christmas deadline 


Republicans scramble to 
lock up the votes for a tax 
bill that can make it to 
President Donald Trump’s 
desk by the end of the year, 
as Senate prepares to de- 
bate its version. 4A 


Rep. John Conyers stepped down as the 
ranking Democrat on the House Judici- 
ary Committee. 


Three Republicans aim for 
Wasserman Schultz defeat 


school accessibility and 
choice. Two proposals 
would allow the state to 
fund private, religious 
schools, and several others 
expand access to charter 
schools. Another would 
guarantee full university tu- 


Their success would be 


They keep trying, and failing — 
13 times, so far. But three Republi- 
cans are lining up for another at- 
tempt, convinced they’ve figured 
out the magic formula that finally 


@ will turn their party’s dream into 
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reality, resulting in the ouster of 
Democratic Congresswoman 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz. 

Joe Kaufman, Carlos Reyes and 
Carla Spalding are running for 


their party’s nomination to chal- 
lenge Wasserman Schultz next 


first after 13 challenges year in the Broward/Miami-Dade 
County 23rd Congressional Dis- 

By ANTHONY MAN trict. 

Staff writer Each says there’s a path to vic- 


tory, but political strategists said 
their prospects aren’t good. 

“There is absolutely no way a 
Republican can win in Congres- 
sional District 23 as currently con- 
stituted,” said Sean Phillippi, a 
Democratic strategist. “It’s a fool’s 
errand for them even to try.” 

Sean Foreman, a political scien- 
tist at Barry University, was less 
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ition for Bright Futures 
scholars and low-income 
students who qualify for 
grants. 

An I-point crime victims’ 
bill of rights has already gar- 
nered significant support 
from commissioners. The 
bill of rights includes rea- 
sonable protection from an 
accused criminal who hurt 
the victim. 

There are three proposals 
to raise the retirement age 
for justices from 70 to 75. 

Three other proposals 


See BALLOT, 12A 


WED -= SUN | 5:30pm — 10pm 


CENTRAL BROWARD 
REGIONAL PARK 


199 


1 MM | 


37 


1 I 1 


